INTRODUCTION
In 1 Samuel 13, the battle between the Israelites and the Philistines 
ANALYSIS
Some scholars are of the opinion that the narrator presents Samuel's words as the prophet's own innovation rather than God's. 2 This opinion derives from the lack of an explicit divine oracle delivered to Samuel (or "messenger formula"), containing instructions to convey its content to Saul. 3 In Amit's view, "this statement by Samuel can be interpreted as personal commentary that contains rhetorical exaggeration." 4 She brings the text from 1 Samuel 13 as a demonstration of her thesis that biblical characters may be designated as unreliable.
Brueggemann 5 argues that the narrator creates intentional ambiguity, so that the reader will doubt both Samuel's and God's intentions and interests. Other scholars consider vv. 13-14 deuteronomistic, since they allude to Nathan's oracle to David in 2 Sam 7: 12, 16. 6 And since 2 Samuel 7 is regarded as deuteronomistic, so is 1 Sam 13:13-14.
In the following, I intend to contest each of these arguments separately. Samuel 7 is late, 15 than 1 Samuel 13, who alludes to it, must be late too. Space limit does not allow me to discuss Nathan's oracle in depth here, and therefore I will summarize briefly my views regarding the date and composition of 2 Samuel 7. Scholars who view Nathan's oracle as a late composition, do it on the basis of the differentiation between conditional and unconditional covenants.
According to their view, unconditional covenant is regarded as belonging to an early date, while the conditional reformulation is assigned to the hands of later (post exilic) editors. 16 However, this differentiation was contested by several scholars, most recently by Freedman and Miano. 17 It is my opinion that Nathan's oracle should be dated to the Tenth century BCE. 18 The covenant between God and David contains elements of vassal treaties known to us from Hittite texts from the thirteenth century BCE. 19 In addition, the description of a king who desires to build a house for his god is well attested in hymns and royal building inscriptions from the early beginnings of civilization. 20 If my arguments are sound, then the conclusion might be that allusions made by the author of Samuel to Nathan's oracle in 2 Samuel 7
